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at Lorette, bring consolation to the missionaries,
on account of their devotion and saintly living. The
new church at Lorette, patterned after the Holy
House of Loreto in Italy, is becoming a favorite
resort for pilgrims from all parts of Canada. Dablon
again extols the zeal and self-renunciation of all the
apostles of the faith in New France.

CXXXVI. One of the most valuable and impor-
tant documents in our series is the journal of Father
Marquette, describing the voyage in which he and
Joliet discovered and explored the Mississippi River.
It is prefaced with a brief note by Dablon, which
mentions Marquette’s early desire to carry the gospel
to the Southern tribes, and his opportunity for doing
so when Joliet is chosen by Frontenac and Talon to
explore the then unknown water-routes beyond Lake
Michigan. Dablon also praises the fitness of Joliet
for this undertaking.

Marquette recounts the details of their voyage,
which begins May 17, 1673, at the St. Ignace mis-
sion. They journey via Green Bay, visiting on the
way the Menomonee Indians, who endeavor to dis-
suade them from their enterprise —saying that there
are ferocious tribes on the great river, some of whom
are at war together, who will kill any stranger; that
horrible monsters and demons will endanger their
lives, etc.

Passing through the bay, and ascending the Fox
River, they arrive at the Mascouten village June 7.
Marquette describes at length two remarkable plants,
the wild rice and snake-root. The Frenchmen at
once call the elders, and ask them for guides on their
way, which is readily granted. These savages con-
duct them to the Fox-Wisconsin portage, whence



